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perfect journalist



“Mistakes are a 
fact of life. It is the 
response to the 
error that counts.”
-Nikki Giovani





























1
Successful journalists
don’t live         
in the past.



2
understand the 
value of time 
management.

Successful journalists



3
acknowledge 
personal issues, 
both their own 
and colleagues.

Successful journalists



4
respect, listen 
to the adviser.

Successful journalists



5
verify all 
information.

Successful journalists



6
remain strong, 
confident, and 
honest.

Successful journalists



7
wouldn’t know 
an excuse if it 
punched them 
in the face.

Successful journalists



8
avoid 
obsession.

Successful journalists



9
seek out      
one-on-one 
critiques.

Successful journalists



10
have an agenda 
for every day of 
the production 
cycle.

Successful journalists



11
address all 
journalistic 
difficulties.

Successful journalists



12
Successful journalists
interact with 
their school 
administration.



13
Successful journalists
brag about their 
publication, not 
themselves.



14
Successful journalists
focus on 
process as 
much as 
product.



15
raise their voice 
when they need 
to, not when 
they want to.

Successful journalists



16
Successful journalists
respect the 
Vegas rule.



17
Successful journalists
perform in their 
other classes.



18
Successful journalists
leave those 
classes outside 
of the pub lab.



19
Successful journalists
earn nothing 
but an A+ in 
publications.



20
Successful journalists
are not 
ashamed of 
their own 
ignorance.



21
Successful journalists
aggressively 
combat that 
ignorance.



22
Successful journalists
fight hypocrisy 
like a superhero. 



23
Successful journalists
never get 
senioritis (or any 
other “itis”).



24
Successful journalists
allow haters to 
have their say.



25
Successful journalists
don’t wait for 
work, ideas. 



“I still believe that if 
your aim is to change 
the word, journalism is 
a more immediate 
short-term weapon.”         
-Tom Stoppard



•You’re a journalist.
•Seek inspiration.
•Always ask, “Why?”
•Also ask, “Who cares?”
•Build your portfolio.

While you’re here:



•Journalism for you?
•If so, find the right fit.
•Get started ASAP.
•Internships are gold.
•You = Your Success

Once you leave:



•http://ihspa.net
•http://jea.org
•http://studentpress.org/nspa
•http://quillandscroll.org
•http://splc.org
• http://www.spj.org

Resources:



Now go be perfect!

THANKS!

Ryan Gunterman, IHSPA Director
http://ihspa.net/ryangunterman


