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WRITE FOR YOUR READERS.
• Who are they?

• Who is this story about? 

• Who does what to whom in this story? 

• Who are the actors/characters of the story?

• What do you want to tell about them?



LITTLE OF THIS:
• I, me, myself, my, mine, we, 
us, ourselves, our, ours, you, 
yourself, yours. 

BUNCH OF THIS:
• He, she, it, its, him, her, 
himself, herself, himself, 
his, her, hers, they, them, 
themselves, their, theirs.



USE STRONG VERBS.
• The same old words bore readers. 
Lively up your work with what 
people do: verbs. 

• Seek out and destroy adverbs. 
Wherever you see an adverb, you 
are likely to find a judgment being 
made and a weak verb beside it.



WASTE NO WORDS.
• Make every word count. Throw 
out the words that mean nothing 
and add nothing.

• Take out the jargon, the 
hyperbole, the unnecessary     
AP vocabulary.



AVOID CLICHÉS LIKE         
THE PLAGUE.
• See? It sounds pretty stupid     
in print, doesn’t it?



BE SPECIFIC.
• Not just who, what, where, why, 
when and how, but what color 
was it? What did it smell like? 
What kind noise did you hear?

• You need detailed, accurate 
information.



NOW, SIMPLIFY.
• Study your notes. You know which 
parts of your story have to be there.

• You should be able to write a 
bulleted outline based on your main 
points. If you don’t have any main 
points, you need more reporting.



PROTECT YOUR QUOTES.
• Quotes are the gems of your story, 
your punch lines. Quotes lose their 
punch if you give away too much in 
the set up.

• Set up quotes for the drama of what 
is said. And if nothing dramatic is 
said, why are you using that quote?



ALL WRITING IS REWRITING.
• Your first draft is a beginning, not a 
finished product.

• Read aloud and listen to the story. 
Replace passive voice with active 
verbs. Take out extra words. Delete or 
rephrase boring quotes (but keep the 
attribution, even if you paraphrase 
what someone said).


