ethnicities. Anne Frank was
Jewish, Ryan White Caucasian
The Children’s Museum
and Ruby Bridges African
of Indianapolis
3000 N. Meridian St.
American. With three diversities,
Indianapolis, Ind.
children of every ethnicity can
(317) 334-4000
relate to each story in their own
www.childrensmuseum.org
way.
Adult admission: $16.50
Ruby’s exhibit ﬁts in with
the mission statement of the
her parents were in fear that the
museum: to create extraordinary
angry mobs would hurt her.
learning experiences across the
Ruby’s story is told in “The
arts, sciences, and humanities
Power of Children: Making a
that have the power to transform
Difference” at The Children’s
the lives of children and
Museum of Indianapolis.
families. In “The Power of
“Ruby’s story is mostly
Children” exhibit is an artiﬁcial
taught to ﬁrst graders, and many
classroom setting of what Ruby’s
adults don’t know about her
story,” said Rachel Matthews, the classroom looked like when she
museum’s programs coordinator. was attending Frantz Elementary.
Being in the classroom gives
“In general, everyone’s initial
individuals a
reaction is to
chance to grasp
want to know
“Some people even
what Ruby was
more about
want to meet Ruby.” feeling during
her story and
Rachel Matthews
her school
get deeper
programs coordinator
years.
information.”
“Some
The
people even want to meet Ruby,”
exhibit has three children who
said Matthews.
emerged as heroes in the 20th
Ruby not only made a
century. They were Anne Frank,
courageous move by attending
Ryan White and Ruby Bridges.
an all-white school; she also
They are teaching other kids in
the world that they can also make proved herself worthy of getting
into the school. She passed a
a difference.
challenging test that determined
The exhibit has a range of
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Children who make a difference:

uby

by Shainita Caffey

“Two, four, six, eight, … we
don’t want to integrate!”
That’s what Ruby Bridges
had to hear every day from
insensitive and enraged mobs
as she walked to school. Ruby
played a signiﬁcant role in

the Civil Rights Movement
because she was the ﬁrst African
American girl to attend an
all-white school called Frantz
Elementary, located in New
Orleans, in 1960.
Whites felt that African
Americans didn’t deserve
the same education as they

ridges

received because as whites, they
were better. Whites strongly
encouraged separate drinking
fountains and separate schools
even when segregation laws

were over. Federal marshals
were sent by President Dwight
D. Eisenhower to escort Ruby
to school. She couldn’t walk
to school by herself because

“The Problem We All Live With,” above, is a painting by Norman Rockwell that
depicts the courage of ﬁrst-grader Ruby Bridges as she was escorted to school
every day by federal marshals. She was the only African American student in
New Orleans’ Frantz Elementary School in 1960.

A cardboard cut-out in the Children’s Museum’s exhibit represents the angry

mob that accosted Ruby going to and coming from school every day. Photos by
Elizabeth Granger

The face of Ruby Bridges always seems to warm people’s hearts. She is one
of three children who are the focus of “The Power of Children” exhibit at the
Children’s Museum in Indianapolis.

her acceptance into Frantz.
Ruby’s parents wanted her
to get a good education so she
wouldn’t have to know what
it felt like to struggle as her
mother had. Although her dad
didn’t want her to go to an allwhite school, Ruby’s mother did
and she was ecstatic about the
thought of it.
While Ruby was escorted
to school by federal marshals,
she got yelled at by angry mobs.
But Ruby was a strong African
American girl who prayed for
them every day.
One day when Ruby was
walking to school, she stopped
in the middle of the enraged mob
and began to talk. After arriving
to school, Ruby’s teacher asked
her why she had stopped to talk
to those angry people. Ruby’s
courageous answer was that she
wasn’t talking to the people –
she was actually talking to God.
The prayer that Ruby recited

every day while walking to
school was:

Please God, try to forgive
these people.
Because even if they say
those bad things,
They don’t know what they
are doing.
So You can forgive them,
Just like You did those folks
a long time ago
When they said terrible
things about You.

Ruby Bridges still has a
powerful effect on people. She
made it possible for each and
every person to be able to sit
near a black or a white, to get a
better education in unison and
to strengthen the relationships
between blacks and whites.
Thanks to the Children’s
Museum, it is possible for
everyone to learn about Ruby’s
story and understand how she
impacted our lives.
What if Ruby had stayed
home?

