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ouristsback yard
in their own

the United States in September
2010, and he still has much to
learn about the history and
culture here. He chose to write
On a warm fall afternoon,
about the U.S.S. Indianapolis
I walked around the gardens
Memorial site, and along the
at the Indianapolis Museum
way he learned about other
of Art. After a pleasant walk,
sites in Indianapolis that he
I headed inside for a tour on
would like to visit.
contemporary art. I really love
Other students, like Dion
art, and contemporary art is
Jones, developed a real emoincredibly fascinating and captures my imagination. The tour tional connection to the site
was informative and I had a lot they wrote about. The Indiana
War Memorial increased Dion’s
of fun checking out the mupatriotism and his appreciaseum and the gardens on that
tion for the everyday work that
day. But my day had a purpose; I was there to research an the soldiers do for our country.
His desire to join the ranks of
English 12 project.
those brave men, like his greatWhen teacher Elizabeth
grandfather and cousin, has
Granger assigned a project to
also grown since he began this
choose a landmark in Inproject.
dianapolis, visit it, and write
While Dion found a conabout it, I had no idea where I
could go. After giving it a good nection to the project in his
own family, Shainita Caffey
thought, I realized I could
found hers in her culture. She
write about one of my favorite
had gone to the Children’s Mutopics: art! Who would have
seum to learn
thought that
about “The
working on an
Power of ChilEnglish project
dren” exhibit.
could be this
She was really
much fun?
interested in
Sara Flentje
learning about
agreed. She
Ruby Bridges.
visited Lucas
Oil Stadium.
Several local schools, including It captivated
LC, have their graduation ceremo- her to learn
This project
was important nies at the Pepsi Coliseum. Courtesy about African
Americans
to her because photo/Pepsi Coliseum
who have made a difference,
her uncle is a tour guide there.
and she recommends the
He gave the tour on the day
exhibit to anyone who wants to
she visited and she could see
learn more.
how much he loved what he
Josh Wilkerson was equally
was doing. Not only did Sara
captivated to learn about the
get to spend the day with her
uncle, but she also learned a lot C.J. Walker Theatre. Josh talked
about how he would normally
about the stadium.
choose Martin Luther King Jr.
This project allowed
or Malcolm X to write about,
students to learn about the
but in his research of the thecity and state they live in, but
ater, he came to realize how
to Hery Patel, it was also an
women’s impact in history has
opportunity to learn about his
been just as large as men’s.
new country.
“African American men
Hery moved from India to

YesiConstante

English 12 student

The Indiana War Memorial honors all military personnel. Admission is free. Cub photo/Elizabeth Granger

Admission to the Indianapolis Museum of Art is free. Exhibits are found
not only in the main building but also in the surrounding gardens. There’s
also the Lilly house, typically decorated for Christmas tours. Courtesy photo/

IMA

tend to look at strong African
American leaders who are
men. We need to recognize that
women are just as important,”
Josh said.
No doubt, this project was
a great opportunity for us as
students to research and learn
about a topic that interested
us personally. At the end, it
became something for us to be
proud of accomplishing. Antoinette Sanders certainly felt
this way. She did her project
on the Pepsi Coliseum. After
taking a tour, researching for
her project, and printing out
the finished product, she was
glad. “I’m actually proud of
this. I can’t believe I did this,”
she said.

I’m sure many others felt
this same way.
Though I’m sure at first this
project appeared a bit challenging for some, now that we have
wrapped up our assignment,
we can look back and realize
how much we came to learn
about the city we live in.
This assignment taught us
that there is no need to travel
very far to see new sights and
learn interesting facts. We can
act as tourists in our own back
yard. We can sightsee and take
tours here in Indianapolis and
learn so many things we never
knew before.
Hopefully our assignments
can encourage others to do the
same.

A Norman Rockwell painting depicts Ruby Bridges being escorted
to school by U.S. Marshals. She
was the only black child in her New
Orleans school in 1960. Her story
is part of “The Power of Children”
exhibit at the Children’s Museum of
Indianapolis.

Senior Charlie Rebholz researched the Indiana State Museum. Courtesy photo/C. Rebholtz

